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AS  soon  as  the  news  was  bruited  up 
iV  and  down  Roland  Avenue,  tliat 
typically  Western  tiiorou^hfare,  trade  at 
the  mayor's  shop  showed  a  perceptible  in- 
crease. Mayor  Pink  was  a  nice  little 
man  and  a  born  jjrocer.  He  was  con- 
spicuous for  the  domestic  virtues,  and  his 
speech  was  innocent  alike  of  initial  h's 
and  terminating  }j;'s.  He  went  direct 
from  tlie  counter  to  the  council-chamber, 
anil  exchanjzed  his  jrrocer's  apron  for  the 
jiold  chain  of  ofHce,  so  to  speak;  because 
there  was  no  ;j;()ld  chain   in   lilackfoot  as 

>  «'f  • 

Conversations  of  this  trend  nii^ht  have 
iieen  heard  over  the  counter  almost  any 
time  during  those  few  days: 

"Those  prunes  you  sent  me  last  week 
were  all  dried  up,  ^'our  Worship." 

"Very  sorry,  Mrs.  'All.  I  '11  see  that 
it  don't  occur  as^ain." 

"Send  me  a  pot  of  marmalade  anil  a 
tin  of  wafers.  I  hear  that  a  member  of 
the  royal  family  is  coming:  to  town." 

"\'es,  Mrs.  'All;  'Is  Royal  'Iduiess 
Prince  'Arold  is  passin'  throujih  Hlackfoot 
next  week.     What  else.  Mrs.  'All?" 

"  I^et  me  see—two  pounds  of  b\itter; 
and  see  that  it  is  perfectly  fresh,  \'our 
Worship-  and  — you  '11  have  to  entertain 
him,  won't  you?" 

"  V'es,  we  '11  'ave  to  j^ive  'im  a  recep- 
tion. We  're  'avin'  a  little  meetin'  on 
Thursday  nijiht  to  discuss  the  arrange- 
ments. Can  I  send  \()u  a  package  of  that 
(Golden  Sky  coffee,  Airs.  'All?" 

"No,  indeed!  It  's  more  than  half 
chickory,  ^'our  Worship.  I  suppose  you  '11 
shake  hands  with  him." 

"Indeed,  you  're  mistaken,  Mrs.  'All. 
Senator  Cochrane  won't  'ave  no  other 
brand  in  'is  'ouse.     Yes;  as  the  represen- 


tative of  tile  citizens  of  Hlackfoot,  I  shall 
"ave  to  receive  'Is  'Ifihness." 

"Only  fancy!  Well,  send  me  two 
pounds,  V'our  Worship;  but  if  it  's  no 
better  than  the  last  —  be  sure  to  ^et  a 
place  where  1  can  j^et  a  ^ood  look  at  him." 

"That  I  will,  .Mrs.  'AH." 

Thk  meetinu;  of  the  reception  committee 
was    held    up-st;urs    in    the    lire    hall    on 

rhursila\  ni^ht,  as  the  citizens'  band  hap- 
pened to  be  usinfi  the  council  chamber  for 
their  weekly  practice.  In  addition  to  the 
masor  and  the  eity  clerk,  there  were  pres- 
ent Aldermen  Sam  Puffer,  Hank  Wills, 
and  Telfair;  also  Major  Coombs  of  the 
militia;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  re- 
doubtable Cappy  (lunn  of  the  iire 
department,  tlie  time-jionored  master  of 
teremonies  on  siieh  occasions.  It  was 
Cappy  (lunn  who,  when  the  Prince  of 
Wales  passed  throu;i;h  Hlackfoot  two 
years  a^o,  ;z<'t  up  that  hiiihl>  successful 
luncheon  at  Corey's  short-order  restau- 
rant, opposite  the  station.  Corey  put  out 
an  extra  supplv  of  Hy-paper  in  honor  of 
the  ro\al  fzucst ;  and  the  "Eye-Opener" 
printed  a  story  to  the  effect  that  H.  R.  H. 
thought  it  was  a  kind  of  currant  cake. 
Hut  no  one  takes  the  "Eye-Opener" 
seriousl\ . 

Hesides,  Hlackfoot  had  outi^rown  all 
that  sort  of  thin^.  We  have  now  Alder- 
man Telfair,  who  was  a  j^reat  society  man 
in  the  East,  a  leading  citizen  of  'Tusca- 
rora,  Michigan,  to  show  us  what  to  do. 
'The  alderman  was  not  slow  in  perceivinjr 
the  need  of  just  such  a  man  as  himself  on 
this  occasion;  and  he  rose  to  it  manfull\, 
takiiiji  the  program  into  his  own  hands, 
and  so  impressing  the  other  members  of 
the  comnn'ttee  with  the  propriety  of  his 
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siijmc^^riniis  tliiit  not  a  voice  was  laiseil  in 
protcNt,  not  fvcn  rlu'  \oIci'  ot  Sam  Putter, 
\\li((  represented  t!ie  iinreL'enerate  old- 
timer's  element.  ^';ipp\  (iiinn  was  con- 
ciliated li\  Ihm'ii^  •j.'wvn  iiiilt  hldiiclu  in 
the  matter  of  decorations  up  to  two  Inin- 
dred  dollars. 

it  was  indeed  a  proper  nroLiram  that 
tlu'N  drew  up.  As  iilack toot's  onl\-  city 
hall  is  also  the  police  court,  it  was  quickl) 
decided  that  holdiiiL;  the  exercises  there 
would  he  to  call  up  luipleasant  associa- 
tions tor  some  of  the  invited  L;\iests,  and 
the  hand-stand  in  the  railway  jzardens  was 
chosen  for  the  scene  of  the  fete.  It  was 
decided  to  ha\e  ;  11  the  little  ^'irls  in  white 
pinafores  and  red  sashes,  and  as  many  of 
the  little  ho\s  as  could  he  made  |iresent- 
ahle,  massed  helow,  the  stand  to  sinii 
patrio.ic  airs  accompanied  h\  the  Salva- 
tion Army  hand,  which  was  more  reliahle 
than  the  citizens'.  'Then,  after  the  ad- 
dresses had  heen  read,  it  was  arraiiLied  to 
take  the  Prince  for  a  little  drive  ahout 
town,  visitim:  tlu-  ahattoir  and  the  new 
brewery  by  the  wa\,  and  endirvj;  with  a 
icview  of  the  Hlackfoot  tire  department, 
out  of  consideration  for  Cappy  (lunn. 

( )h,  the  knotry  questions  that  w're  dis- 
cussed at  that  meetiiii:!  I'or  instance,  the 
red  carpet:  the  lomrcst  strip  in  town 
would  I'ot  nearly  reach  from  the  station 
platform  to  the  band-stand;  and  the  com- 
mittee was  in  iziaxe  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  allowinji:  His  Royal  Hitzh- 
ness  to  risk  wetting  his  feet  in  the  iirass. 
'I'hen  there  was  the  warnie-t  kind  of  a 
discussion  o\er  what  the  children  should 
sini:;  it  wa-  a  tie  betweeti  "Canada,  M\ 
Canada,"  and  "Rule,  Hrirannia!"  It  was 
not  know  II  for  sure  tliat  the  SaKation  Army 
could  play  these  secuK-u"  tunes,  h'irst  one 
member  of  tb.e  committee  then  r.nother 
lifted  uji  his  \(iice  in  a  more  or  less 
wabbly  rendition  of  his  favorite  sonii,  to 
show  the  others  how  it  would  jjo.  The 
firemen  down-stairs,  thinkiniz  that  some 
one  must  be  "settim:  I'm  u]")"  to  the  com- 
mittee, poked  their  heails  through  the 
hole  in  the  floor  to  make  sure  t-hev  were 
not  nu'ssin^  any  lefreshmeiit.  Finally, 
there  was  th;it  most  delicate  question- — 
What  should  the  mendiers  of  the  reception 
committee  wear?  When  this  was  brought 
up.  Alderman  Telfair  :j:lanced  .anxiously 
at  Sam  Puffer:  the  old  cow-puncher's  ex- 
pression was  both  eloquent  and  ominous. 


The  ma\or  a\crred  ;m  immediate  explosion 
by  hastily  saving  th;it  of  course  'i^h  'ats 
were  the  thinL.',  and  he  was  tioinu:  to  wear 
one;  b\it  he  would  lea\  e  it  to  each  member 
to  suit  himself  in  the  matter. 

Alderman  S,"m  Puffer  had  taken  no 
part  in  the  di>cussion  hitherto  except  to 
register  his  disapproval  of  the  entire  pro- 
ceedings by  spittinu;  disgustedly  to  the 
riiiht  and  left.  His  silence  was  the  more 
remarkable  in  that  there  w  :is  a  standing 
feud  bttween  him  and  Alderman  I'elfair, 
who  was  runninL:  this  affair.  Telfair 
represented  the  new  order  of  things  that 
was  niakiiiLT  Hlacktiiot  a  commercial  cen- 
ter of  the  West;  Sam  Puffer  was  a  relic 
of  the  roariiiL:  I'tast  when  Hlackfoot  had 
been  the  wildest  town  in  the  lee  of  the 
Rockies.  Telfair  was  all  that  was  re- 
sjiectable  and  itioiis,  Sam  Puffer  all  that 
was  di-reputable  and  profane.  It  is  true 
that  CajipN  (lUnn  and  Hank  Wills  were 
old-timers,  too;  but  they  found  it  profit- 
able to  accept  the  ir.aterial  benefits  of  the 
new  regime.  ()hl  Sam  stood  alone  for 
the  old  hard-swearing,  hard-riilinir.  hard- 
drinkim;  da\s  of  the  past,  v'ien  every- 
thinu  was  o-,\  ned  in  common;  he  hated 
the  stout,  "baby-faced  tenderfoot,"  as  he 
called  him,  wl'.o  was  alwa\s  for  doini:  the 
respectable,  and  \et  could  skin  you  out  of 
the  p)ld  in  \our  teeth,  ^'et  he  was  a 
izood  de.il  in  awe  of  him,  ton. 

The  little  ma\or  breathed  a  siizh  of  re- 
lief when  the  nieetini:  broke  up  without 
any  unpleasantness.  As  for  Sam  I'uffer, 
he  made  straiizht  for  the  bar  of  the  R()\al 
Hotel,  and  there,  with  his  elbow  on  his 
own  particular  corner  of  the  iiiahoLrany, 
he  rapidly  enirulphed  sevend  somethiiiL's 
ro  take  the  sickl\  taste  out  of  his  mouth, 
and  then  proceeded  to  la\  out  a  proizram 
for  the  Prince  ;is  he  would  carry  it  out. 
It  wouKI  surely  have  proved  a  liberal 
education  to  the  ro\al  younizster. 

The  L'leat  ilay  dawned  splendidly,  and 
all  Hlackfoot  turned  out  except  the  bed- 
ridden. I'.vidences  of  Cappy  (ninn's 
t.'iste  and  ingenuity  were  to  be  seen  on 
e\er\  hand,  particularlv  in  the  striking 
banners  stretched  across  the  street,  with 
mottoes  of  his  own  composition  paintetl 
in  fancy  letters  on  cotton  :  "Welcome  to 
Hlackfoot,"  "Come  Airain,"  "(Jod  Save 
the  Kin;;"  -the  same  kind  of  banners  that 
are  tacked  on  the  side  of  picnic  busses.  In 
the    railway   f^ardens,   which    lie   between 
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Front  Street  and  the  C.  P.  R.  tracks,  was 
a  complicated  scheme  of  Haj^s  which  had 
been  hastily  borrowed  from  a  town  His 
Hi^rliness  had  previously  visited;  and  was 
in  turn  to  be  forwarded  down  the  line 
immediately  after  the  ceremonies.  Capp> 
GiHin,  who  had  had  lon^;  experience  in 
these  matters,  b.lieved  in  an  accidental, 
"bunchy"  effect;  and  he  had  certainly 
obtained  it  with  the  flajjs.  The  center- 
piece of  his  composition  was  the  band- 
stand, of  course:  there  that  somewhat 
chopfallen  mountain  lion  which  couches 
in  the  IJlackfoot  bar  on  ordinary  days  oc- 
cupied the  place  of  honor  on  a  table,  with 
potted  flowers  ranged  around,  and  those 
handsome  chairs  from  the  hotel  ofHce  in 
a  circle,  presumably  so  the  {juests  could  sit 
and  look  at  the  beast. 

in  the  forejrround  the  j^ardens  were 
thronged  with  flutterinf^  white  "pinnies"; 
the  select  of  Blackfoot,  includinu  the 
mayor's  best  customers,  took  up  places  on 
the  other  side  of  the  band-stand;  and  the 
general  public  was  roped  off  in  the  rear. 
The  bishop's  ample  calves,  distinctly 
aware  of  their  importance  in  holding  up 
the  representative  of  the  national  church 
on  this  momentous  occasion,  occupied  a 
position  apart  on  the  lawn ;  and  Capp\ 
Gunn,  wearlnfi  a  greasy  uniform  and  an 
air  of  anxious  importance,  ami  turning 
over  a  quid  lartje  enouj^h  to  last  him 
through  the  ceremonies,  was  everywhere 
at  once.  Over  the  fence,  in  the  street, 
waited  a  squad  of  mounted  police,  busi- 
nesslike and  soldierly  in  their  red  tunics, 
each  man  sitting  stiffly  on  his  splendid 
horse  with  his  carbine  on  his  knee. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  gardens  la\ 
the  railway  platform,  and  here,  a  full 
half-hour  before  the  train  was  due,  gath- 
ereil  the  members  of  the  reception 
committee,  variously  and  wonderfully  at- 
tired. The  mayor's  hint  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  cause  silk  hats  of  rare  species  to 
bloom  on  every  head  except  one:  Alder- 
man Hank  Wills  wore  a  new  frock-coat 
of  his  own  design,  reaching  to  his  cahes 
and  of  an  extraordinary  satin.\'  sheen,  and 
the  top  of  his  stalk  bore  a  low-crowned 
bowler.  He  was  delighted  with  the  sen- 
sation he  caused,  and  blew  his  nose  loudly 
and  frequently  into  an  immense  bandana 
handkerchief.  Among  other  little  novel- 
ties of  costume  might  be  mentioned  Alder- 
man   Canning's    dress    waistcoat,    worn 


o\er  a  brilliant,  spotted  shirt  bosom,  and 
Alderman  Porter's  famous  lemon-colored 
shoes.  It  was  a  handsome  aggregation, 
and  the  mayor  was  proud.  Sam  Puffer 
was  not  in  evidence. 

During  the  long  wait,  the  committee 
stood  around,  perspiring  freely  and  very 
much  at  a  loss  whether  to  take  its  gloves 
off  or  put  them  on  or  take  them  off 
again.  Alderman  Telfair,  the  oracle  of 
etiquette,  constituted  himself  guard  of 
honor  to  the  red  carpet,  the  wonderful 
brilliancy  of  which  fascinated  all  the  stray 
dogs  in  town.  Hut  at  last  the  whistle  of 
the  royal  train  was  heard  from  up  the 
\  alley,  a  spasm  of  expectation  shook  the 
crowd,  and  those  of  the  reception  com- 
nuttee  who  had  their  gloves  on  nervously 
began  to  pull  them  off,  while  those  who 
had  tiieir  gloves  off  attempted  frantically 
to  get  them  on.  Tlie  little  mayor  felt  that 
his  great  hour  had  arrived  ;  a  bright  red 
spot  appeared  on  each  cheek,  and  his  lips 
moved  tremblingly  over  the  little  phrases 
of  welcome  he  had  committed  to  memory. 

What  was  his  dismay  at  this  moment 
to  behold  old  Sam  Puffer  loaf  down  the 
platform,  an  only  too  familiar  figure  in 
his  old  brown  suit,  with  his  battered  cow- 
puncher  hat  on  the  back  of  his  head,  his 
thumbs  stuck  in  his  waistband,  and  the 
inevitable  ragged  cigar  between  his  teeth. 
This  was  a  sorry  sight  for  royal  eyes. 
The  mayor  shi'ddered.  '^'he  little  man, 
for  all  his  nervous  manner,  was  not  lack- 
ing in  courage;  he  and  the  burly  Sam 
Puffer  had  had  more  than  one  passage  at 
arms  in  the  council-chamber,  in  which  the 
may<)r  hail  not  always  come  off  second 
best ;  but  there  was  no  time  to  do  an.\  - 
thing  then,  for  at  that  moment  the  royal 
train  swept  into  view. 

It  was  a  gorgeous  train  of  seven,  shiny 
cherry-colored  cars,  the  pride  of  the  great 
railway  which  built  it.  It  flashed  past 
the  waiting  committee — sleeping,  dining, 
stateroom  cars,  wide-windowed,  and  luxu- 
rious, culminating  in  the  wonderful 
royal  car  "  Lister,"  with  the  King's  arms 
splendidly  emblazoned  on  its  sides  and 
two  little  royal  standards  fluttering  over 
the  observati'on  platform. 

The  train  came  to  a  stop  with  the  rear 
platform  resting  mathematically  opposite 
the  sacred  red  carpet.  The  reception 
committee  stood  on  one  foot  and  then  the 
other.     Two     nice-looking     young     men 
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jiinipcd  off,  cast  a  (luick  ^lainf  anmiid, 
thru  pulled  rlii-msclvt's  alioanl.  'Ilu-rr 
was  a  wait  ot  lialt  a  iiiimitc  wliilc  tlic 
ri'irptiim  rominittci-  roii^ilu-d  iici\(iiisl\ . 
Aldcriiiaii  I  lank  Wills  n'li('\c<l  his 
pi'iit-iip  tccliii^s  li\  a  soridfous  lilast  intu 
till'  red  liaiidkc-icliii't.  'Ilu-ii  a  third  lad, 
\()iinmT  and  less  sure  of  hiniselt  than  the 
first  two,  descended  from  the  ear  some- 
what awkwardly  and  stood  h\  the  steps, 
hliisliinL;  turioiisl\.  He  was  ot  less  than 
niediiini  height  and  lio\ishl\  slim;  he  wore 
a  plain  dark  suit  ;uid  a  little  derh\ ,  which 
may  ha\e  heen  the  latest  tluiiL'  in  London, 
hut  was  considered  \er\  much  out  ot  date 
in  lilacktoot. 

There  was  a  disconcerting;  pause.  No 
one  knew  exactly  what  to  do  next.  The 
\()un;r  man  seemed  to  he  of  twd  minds, 
whether  to  advance  or  retreat,  like  a  chihl 
on  the  threshold  ot  a  roomful  of  strangers. 
I'inall\  the  mayor,  feelin;:  that  the  situa- 
tion huni:  on  him,  stepped  forward  and 
politely  a^ked  : 

"  is  "Is  "l^hness  conun'  ofi?" 

The  younir  man  tnrne<l  pinker  still. 

"Why, —  11,"  he  stammered. 

The  little  masor,  reali/in^j  his  mistake, 
turtied  ver\  pale.  liut  how  was  he  to 
ha\  e  know  II  hetter?  The  photoLrraphs  of 
the  \()un^  man  in  the  newspapers  had  pic- 
tured him  hoth  hroad  and  tall  in  his  re- 
sjilendent  uniform.  l',\('r\  word  of  the 
mayor's  little  speech  torsook  him,  of 
course;  only  the  tradesman's  instinct  re- 
mained. He  whipped  off  his  hat  and, 
movinfi  toward  the  uate  to  the  uardens, 
murmured  : 

"  Step  this  way,  please." 

The  procession  mo\ed  down  throuLih 
the  lane  of  townspeople,  the  memhers  of 
the  Prince's  suite,  who  seemed  to  h  ve 
difficulty  in  concealing:  their  amusement 
at  somethinir  (could  it  have  heen  the  cos- 
tumes of  the  comnu'ttee?)  fallinti;  in  he- 
iu'nd  with  the  aldermen.  Alderman  Tel 
fair,  the  well-fed  apostle  of  proi^ress  in 
Blackfoot,  took  care  to  secure  a  place  clo^e 
to  the  royal  hack,  on  which  he  fixed  his 
eyes  with  an  expression  of  wistful  awe, 
which,  in  one  so  stout,  was  almost  pa- 
thetic, r.ast  of  all,  in  his  old,  hrown  suit, 
chcwinsi  his  citzai'  with  a  derisive  leer, 
came  old  Sam  Puffer. 

When  the  people  lH';j:an  to  cheer,  the 
youn<i  Prince  took  heart  of  yrace  aiiain. 
'I'his  was  somethinu  he  knew.     'Ilie  fixed 


smile  and  the  ^'raci(.us,  unseeing;  little 
hows  to  the  ri;:ht  and  left  were  part  of 
his  education.  The  people,  delijihted  with 
these  e\ideiKes  of  aftahilitv,  redouhled 
their  hu/./as;  and  the  I'rince,  encourajied 
in  turn,  patted  ever\thinn  on  the  head,  so 
to  speak,  from  the  littlest  )j;irl  in  a  white 
pinn\,  who  shrank  awestruck  from  the 
royal  hand,  to  the  chop-fallen  mountain 
lion  in  the  hand-stand.  He  walked  very 
slowl\,  as  he  had  he(  n  tau;:ht ;  and  chatted 
animatedl)  with  tl  e  little  mayor,  whose 
cup  of  happiness  v.  as  numinLi;  over.  'I'he 
occasion  was  now  an  assured  success;  he 
forfjiot  Sam  I'uff'-    lurkinji  in  the  rear. 

When  the  procession  reached  the  hand- 
stand, the  Salvation  Arm\  struck  up 
"(lod  Save  the  Kini:,"  and  all  the  wliite 
pinnies  lustil\  lifted  up  their  voices.  The 
east  half  was  a  full  har  ahead  of  the  west 
half,  while  the  hand  was  .somewhere  in 
hetween  ;  hut  their  lo\alty  was  induhita- 
hle.  The  \ounfi  I'rince  stood  at  the  edue 
of  the  stand  and  heamed  down  on  them, 
turning  to  the  mavor  continually  to  ex- 
press his  fzratification.  He  knew  his  part. 
When  the  children  finished  their  soni;,  the 
mayor  read  his  famous  address,  which  had 
heen  shown  around  town  during:  several 
previous  (la\s.  It  was  a  woni'erfully  en- 
firossed  affair,  w  itii  mysterious  little  water 
colors  down  one  side,  and'  topping  the 
whole,  an  emaciated  Britannia  in  a  sort 
of    red    wrapper    sittinu    on    sheaves    of 

"To  'Is  Royal  'Ijihness  Prince  'Arold. 
( )n  he'alf  of  the  citizens  of  Hiackfoot,  1 
desire  to  express  to  ^  our  Ro\al  'Ijihness,  " 
etc.  I'he  h's  clattered  on  the  hand- 
stand floor  like  peas.  Hut  the  address 
was  exactl\  ri^ht ;  it  hreathed  stertorovis, 
heef-and-heer,  prayer-iiook  loyalty  in  every 
line.  There  was  -vjither  a  word  more  not 
less  than  was  expected. 

When  the  mayor  concluded,  the 
Prince's  equerry  handed  the  younsi  j^en- 
tleman  his  answer;  and  he  read  the  set 
phrases  in  a  charnu'iiLT,  hoyish  voice,  that 
drew  the  hearts  of  ;dl  who  could  hear,  and 
somehow  made  them  sorry  for  the  lad 
who  was  ohlii^ed  to  endure  such  silly  cere- 
moni"S  day  after  day.  His  reply  answered 
the  address  so  squarely,  paragraph  h\ 
parairraph,  that  it  seemed  quite  magical 
to  his  hearers,  unless  it  h;ippened  to  occur 
to  them  that  a  copy  of  the  mayor's  ad- 
dress mijiht  have  heen  sent  \ip  the  line. 
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'I'hcrc  was  a  rousing  iheer  when  the 
l*rince  finished  reading  and  the  Salvation 
A  run  enthusiastic.'dly  struck  up  some- 
thini::  it  was  hard  to  say  just  what,  hut 
tlie\  were  not  accustomed  to  secular  air^. 
'Jlie  nia\or  introduced  I'rince  Harold  to 
the  \arious  local  celehrities  iri  the  hand- 
stand. He,  the  mayor,  was  now  miserahly 
aware  of  the  hulk  of  Sam  I'ufifer,  half- 
liidden  by  a  flat:,  and  eftectu:dl\  hlockinj,' 
caress  from  the  hand-stand.  A  do/eti 
futile  plans  to  steer  the  ro\  al  j^uest  safel\ 
past  the  profane  old  cattle-punclier  who 
ieait'il  neither  (  iod  nor  prince  su^TLTested 
theniM'Ucs :  but  in  \ain:  the  mayor  felt 
in  his  bones  tliat  something'  would  hap- 
pen     and  -omethiiiiz  did. 

lie  (lei:i\ed  the  evil  moment  as  lonj:  as 
po^viblc.  He  showed  tlie  I'rince  the  ulo- 
rious  jH'aks  ofir  to  the  west,  he  pointed  out 
this  object  and  that  in  the  street  below. 
He  steered  the  I'rince  all  round  the 
stand,  hoping:  to  draw  Sam  i'uffer  out  of 
his  corner  and  then  slip  past.  Hut  old 
Sam  bided  his  time.  Kin.ally  the  Prince's 
gentlemen  beLran  to  izrow  uneasy,  thinking' 
the  m;i\or  had  lost  his  head  throuLrh  staire 
friirlit:  tlu'  ecpierry  softly  ini]uired  if  they 
should  not  proceed.  Then  there  was  no 
helji  for  it ;  and  the  mayor  moved  per- 
force to  the  head  of  the.  steps,  takinj:  care 
to  keep  between  old  Sam  and  the  sacred 
person  of  ro\alty.  He  was  silent!;.  pra\  ■ 
inir  to  his  respectable  ^ods  to  come  to 
his  aid ;  but  this  time  the\  heard  him 
not. 

( )ld  Sam  stepped  out  and  liared  his 
great  head  respectfulh . 

"NOur  Ro\al  Hijrhness  '"  he  lie^an. 
The  bo\ish  Prince  smiled  his  fixed 
smile  and  took  a  polite  listening;  attitude. 
The  little  ma\()r  was  in  an  auoin.  The 
mild  introduction  disarmed  him  and  con- 
firmed his  worst  fears.  The  next  words 
were  enouiih 

"  ^  ou  "\  e  rounded  up  \()ur  steers  and 
corralled  "em  in  jjood  shape,"  continued 
Sam;  "now  come  and  ha\c  a  bit  of  a 
blow.  A  \ounL;  feller  like  \ou  ouidit  to 
be  ha\iit"  a  whale  of  a  time  seein'  (lod's 
own  country.  I  don't  believe  yeh  are, 
and  I  "m  ^^oin  to  <i\\f  it  to  yeh,  if  yeh  "11 
let  me." 

Sam  paused  to  spit  over  the  rail.  ;md  a 
horrible  silence  fell  on  the  ijroup  in  tlie 
band-stand.  The  Prince  looked  extremelv 
red  and  (lustered:  his  education  evidentiv 


had  not  jiros  ided  for  this  lombin.-ition  of 
vircumstances.  The  little  ma>or  made  as 
if  to  brush  past  with  his  char}:e;  hut  old 
Sam  put  forth  a  ^reat  ham  of  a  hand  and 
held  him  where  he  was.  Sam  had  been 
bolditi}:  himself  on  the  snaffle  up  to  this, 
;is  his  purple  face  cleail\  showed.  When 
he  broke  out  aizain  it  was  as  if  the  reins 
were  loosed  ;i  trifle. 

"  I  've  kep'  my  mouth  shet  all  this  time 
because  I  'm  in  a  minority,  and  I  did  n't 
want  to  do  nothin'  to  (pieer  the  show. 
Hut  I  doii't  w;int  \eh  to  think  we  're  n/l 
■A  crowd  of  blank-blank  old  women  what 
don't  know  no  better  than  to  trot  out  a 
bunch  of  s(]u;iwkin'  little  dish-washers  to 
anuise  ;i  \ounL'  feller  like  you. 

"Come  with  me,  I'rince,  .ind  I  '11  show 
\eh  ,'i  m.'ui's  fun.  I  ^ot  a  little  mare  down 
the  street  with  a  disposition  like  Mary 
.Ma;;(!alen  after  she  L'ot  religion.  She  kin 
take  us  out  to  m\  r.inch  in  twenty  min- 
utes. Out  there  I  i^ot  a  bunch  of  blank- 
blank  cow-punchers  as  11  throw  a  cra/y 
steer  in  more  ways  than  you  have  names, 
and  in  less  time  th.an  ^'our  Royal  HiLdi- 
ress  takes  to  spit.  And  I  brouizht  a  lot  of 
Sarcees  over  from  the  reservation  to  ride 
races  fer  \eh.  The  bl.mk-blank  redskins 
will  bre.-ik  their  bliuik  necks  for  half  a 
d.dlar." 

When  Sam  concluded  his  invitation,  the 
silence  on  the  band-stand  was  as  thick  as 
cheese,  The  youn^  Prince  was  in  ;ni 
aiiony  of  embarrassment.  (  )ne  could  see  by 
his  eu's  that  be  loimed  to  accept,  ;uid  was 
lestrained  only  by  the  fe.ar  of  political  com- 
plications, th;it  bui:be;ir  of  \ount:  princes. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Sam  I'uf+er 
was  a  supporter  of  the  present  ^ovrn- 
ment ;  and  of  course  Sam  was  not.  An 
old  campaijiner  in  the  Prince's  suite,  a 
famous  general,  who,  in  his  mufti,  looked 
like  a  farmer,  attempted  to  relieve  this 
intolerable  situation.  He  threw  back  his 
head  with  a  shout  of  derisive  Laughter, 
exclaiming,  "Capit:dl     Capital!" 

The  other  members  of  the  Prince's  suite 
took  their  cue  from  the  old  .soldier,  and 
promptly  joined  in  the  hurst  of  ridicule 
at  old  Sam's  expense.  The  ridicule  of  this 
high-toned  crowd  was  the  one  thing  that 
could  daunt  the  old  cow-puncher.  He 
fell  back  a  step  discomfited.  Hut  in  so 
cle\erly  choosing  the  means  to  sciuelch 
Sam,  the  wily  general  neglected  to  calcu- 
late the  effect  on  his  young  charge.      The 
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I'liiu'c   \\;is   a   kiiid-licartt'd    latl,   and    tlu'  tiinu-d  the  I'n'iuc,  ialml\;  "Imr   I  -lioiild 

(li\trrss  (la'aMfincd   li\    the  siizlit  (tt   Sam'>  |ircti'r  to  miiir  rlu-  a!\itr(iii   and  'lu-  hrcw- 

(lisi-omlitiirc  siiiiplicd  jiist  tlic  needed  (illiii  ei\."      lie    turned    tn   Sam.      "Will    \t'" 

to  Ills  initiati\c.       Tlie  llnnel•e■^^at•il\    idud  lead  the  u  ay,  .Aldei man  .''    I  xjiould  like  to 

lauL'liter  nettled   liiin.      He   tnined    to   In^  m-c  \our  mare." 

party  and  said  spiiitedh  :  Five  minutes  later   Piimc   Harold  wa; 

riiis  Lrentleman  has  been  ;jood  i m.u'.'li  speeding    Sam's    mare    o\cr    the    W'eax'l 

to  extend  an  Invitation.      I  >liouId  like  to  Head    Trail  en  route  to  the  I'uifer  raneh, 

aa-i-pt  it."  while  his  host   leatu'd   haek   w  it!;   an   arm 

"Hut,     ^'otir    Hi.L'hness,"    exixistnlateil  extended   on   the   hack   of   the   seat,   lu\u- 

tlie   eipierr\,    "we    ha\c   only    two    hours  riously   jiullin^'  a  ro.\al   eiL'.'ir.      Aua\    he- 

lotiLTer  here.     .A  drive  throuL:h  the  streets,  hind  on  the  prairie  trailed  a  miseell.uieous 

with  a  visit   to  the  brewery  and  the  ,iliat-  lot  ot  lords,  a  ma\or.  aldermen,  new  >iiaper 

toir,  has  lieen  arranged."  reporttrs,    and    otlicers  ot    His    Majesty's 

"  \'ery   nuuh   obliged,    1    ,un   sure,"    re-  army   in  hired  rij^s. 


!■ 


:a 


TliK  CHRISTMAS  ROSK 

in  HAKRirr  .mcI.wkn  khh^aij. 

F'^AIR  on  our  ^'arden  terrace,  dear, 
.Amidst  the  w  inter  si^ows 
lilovoms  the  (.'hristmas  Rose: 
And  Christmas  I)a\  will  soon  he  here. 

The  summer  (lowers  lomi  siiiee  are  deai 
Hut  now  its  rime  comes  round, 
.And  from  the  tro/en  ^rround 

In  snow,   hjoom  it  litts  its  he.nd. 

The  L'arden  waste  it  heedeth  nut, 
Nor  vet  the  cruel  hlast. 


Hut 


hravelv    holdeth   tast. 


And  maketh  fair  that  one  sweet  spot. 

Almost  it  seems  lo  me  to  say: 
"\\'h;ite\er  others  think. 


H 


owever  others 


•shrink. 


Why,   I  must  hloom  for  Christmas  Dav. 
'Thouizh  small   indeed  ni\   oliVrinif 


Of 


beauty  and  of  praise, 


I  '11 


In  I  lis  ajipointed  ways 


jiav  my  tribute  to  tny 


KinLj. 


Fit  emblem,  dear,  it  is  of  vou 
To  whom  like  charms  belonu^; 


So  modest  and  so  str 


onL 


Iriselfish,  dutiful,  and  true! 


So  with  the  Christmas  roses,  dear, 
My  thouudits  of  you  I  blend 
And  with  m\"  L:reetini:s  send: 


For  Christmas  Dav  will 


soon 


be 


here. 
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